
Sherwood Public School Code of Conduct 

The Code of Conduct for Sherwood P.S. was established following the Ontario Schools Code of 

Conduct (2000) and policies, regulations and procedures of the Durham District School Board. It is 

designed to provide a framework to ensure that school is a safe, productive learning environment for 

all. We ask families to review this Code of Conduct so that all parties are familiar with school 

expectations and procedures. 

 



 

PROGRESSIVE DISCIPLINE  

Parents should be the first and foremost providers of discipline for their children. Discipline begins at home and parents 

have the prime responsibility for their children’s behaviour and the modification of problem behaviour. The Durham 

Board of Education Progressive Discipline procedures outline proactive measures to foster student success.  

 

 



We have established SCHOOL-WIDE BEHAVIOURAL EXPECTATIONS  

Our behavioural expectations include all students and target all forms of behaviour. They are known by all students and 

adults. These expectations have been put in place to allow for a positive, safe learning environment and are based on a 

progressive discipline model.  

Example: Our Behaviour Expectations Chart and Progressive Discipline Chart.  

We actively attempt to PREVENT and REDUCE BEHAVIOURS from happening  

We want our students to meet with success every day. For some of our students success is only possible when the day is 

structured and choice is limited. They need an environment that recognizes that not all students are maturing at the 

same rate and not all of our children are equipped to meet with the many frustrations that are found in the classroom 

and the playground every day. Our plan to address this is simple. We match the level of supervision to the child’s level of 

functioning in order to prevent and/or reduce academic, social and behavioural failures. Our prevention plans are also 

designed to prevent and/or reduce childhood frustrations from erupting into attacking behaviours.  

Example: Drop In (a structured recess time with adult support, as opposed to the unstructured outdoor recess time)  

 

We emphasize the need to RESTORE RELATIONSHIPS that are damaged by misbehaviour  

One of the important features of our positive discipline model is the need for students to repair the relationships that 

are damaged after an incident occurs. We work directly with the student and come along side them as they prepare to 

make it right with anyone effected by what has happened. A major focus of discussions is for students to take 

responsibility for their actions and the impact on others.  

Example: Use of restorative questions and practices.  

 

We use SUSPENSION to keep the school safe  

There are times when it is necessary to remove a student from the school for safety reasons. Suspensions are a last 

resort. They occur when we cannot guarantee a safe environment after a number of interventions have been attempted 

or when a student refuses to comply with adult requests. 

Example: See the Durham Boards Progressive Discipline chart.  

 

We seek out the SUPPORT of BOARD SERVICES and OUTSIDE AGENCIES when in-school strategies fail  

There are some students who require a larger group of caring adults to assist them with their struggles to be successful 

at school. We look for these supports when our in-school strategies, interventions and programs fail to meet a student’s 

needs. Parent approval is always required to access these services and agencies.  

 

We embed CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT into our everyday school life  

The classroom is the best place for these topics to be addressed, both formally and informally. Recess is another place 

where incidental training can take place and where recognition for good choices can be celebrated. As well, Catch the 

Wave Assemblies, Active Living certificates are examples of school-wide initiatives that celebrate healthy development 

in these areas. Opportunities for student leadership are varied and include the following: office help, special event 

helpers, learning buddies, peer helpers.  



 

Our BULLYING PREVENTION AND INTERVENTION PLANS are also embedded into our everyday school life  

HOW? 

  Our discipline strategies (see above) are designed to prevent the development of bullying behaviours. Our daily “talk” 

that reminds our students to Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be Responsible reinforces our intentions to keep the school free 

from bullying.  

 No school is completely free of bullying. When bullying behaviours are detected we intervene with an individualized 

plan of action that involves a team approach, regularly including teachers, parents and, if needed, Board support staff, 

such as our school psychologist, special education facilitator, or social worker. 

  Time is also spent working with students who are the recipient of bullying behaviours. We intervene with a plan for 

them as well.  

Teaching about bullying in the classroom (incidental and planned instruction) is ongoing throughout the year. 

SHERWOOD’S Behavioural Expectations 

 



 

 

 

SAFE COMPUTER USE  

Durham District School Board computing technology is made available to students to support their learning, research 

requirements, and career preparation. Computing technology includes computers and associated peripherals, the 

communication infrastructure and related equipment including local area networks (LANs) and wide area networks 

(WANs), facsimile machines, scanners, copiers, telephone, video, and other multimedia devices and forms of software.  

DDSB technologies allow all schools to offer Internet access to their students. The Internet is a vehicle for accessing a 

global network of information resources. Students may use the Internet to locate and retrieve information and 

communicate learning with others. Internet resources may contain material that may be questionable, objectionable, or 

illegal, and may enable contact with persons who may exhibit unacceptable behaviour. Students re-visiting unacceptable 

sites will be subject to discipline according to the Schools Code of Behaviour. The DDSB utilizes Internet filtering 

software. This software blocks access to specific unacceptable sites known to contain violence, sexually explicit acts, 

intolerant, racist and other extreme viewpoints, cults, etc. No software is capable of blocking all unacceptable Internet 

sites. However, the Internet is a leading technology in the delivery of information in today's society and therefore, an 

integral part of our students' education.  

Students are encouraged to report Cyber-bullying to parents/guardians, teachers, and principals. Cyber-bullying involves 

the use of information and communication technologies to support deliberate, repeated and hostile behaviour by an 

individual or group that is intended to harm others. Cyber-bullying can happen through the use of e-mail, cell phone 

text, multi- media messages, instant messaging, defamatory Web logs (Blogs), personal Web Sites, and on-line personal 

polling sites. Teachers and students are instructed on the safe and acceptable use of the Internet and other DDSB 

computing technology. Teachers will supervise student use of the Internet as they supervise student use of all other 

school resources.  

All students are expected to abide by the DDSB Acceptable and Safe Use Procedure. Misuse and/or abuse of the facilities 

and resources are subject to consequences as defined and explained in their school's Student Code of Behaviour. Use of 

the Internet is governed by the Regulation 5500, the Student Code of Conduct, which states that "a student may be 

suspended or expelled from his or her school, expelled from attending any school in Ontario, and/or prohibited from 

engaging in schoolrelated activities if the student commits an infraction of the Code of Conduct while he or she is at 

school, engaged in a school-related activity, or engaged in conduct that has a relationship to the school, school 

community, the reputation of the school or Board." In addition, use is governed by all relevant federal (e.g. Copyright 

Act, Freedom of Information Act, Protection of Privacy Act, the Criminal Code), provincial (e.g. Education Act, Child and 

Family Services Act, Safe School Act, Human Rights Code), DDSB (e.g. Policies and Procedures (3101) ), and local school 

(eg. School Code of Behaviour) laws and regulations. Use of DDSB computing technology for unacceptable, illegal, 



political, or private commercial purposes is strictly prohibited. The onus is on the user to know and to comply with these 

laws and regulations.  

We look forward to providing students with the opportunity to use the school's computing technology facilities and 

resources in a safe and meaningful way.  

PERSONAL ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

As technology evolves, electronic devices become more visible in our everyday lives. The use of recording devices 

(audio/video) is not permitted unless approved by the school. Personal electronic devices that are used inside the school 

during the regular school day can be disruptive to the learning environment. Unless a teacher has approved a device for 

a particular class assignment or lesson, students should not be accessing them. When these devices are approved they 

should be used within the class under the direction of a teacher and for educational purposes related to the curriculum. 

The privacy and personal integrity of others can be violated by the inappropriate use of personal electronic devices such 

as cameras, cell phones, iPods/iPads, games, social networking or recording devices. If a student brings these items to 

school, they must be turned off and kept in students’ lockers or backpacks during school hours, unless used for 

educational purposes with teacher permission and supervision. The Durham District School Board has banned the use of 

laser pointers in the schools. Sherwood P.S. is not responsible for lost, stolen or damaged items. Student access to the 

internet is monitored and inappropriate use of the computers will result in the students being denied access to school 

computers. All students will sign a computer use contract prior to access to school computers. For more information on 

Safe Use of Technology procedures, please log on to: http://www.ddsb.ca/Parents/TechTalk/Pages/default.aspx  

 

Sherwood P.S.- Catch the Wave 

Routines, Expectations, Code of Conduct 

I have read and understand Sherwood P.S.’s routines, expectations, and Code of Conduct.  

 

Student Name______________________________________  Signature_____________________________________ 

 

Parent Name_______________________________________  Signature_____________________________________ 

http://www.ddsb.ca/Parents/TechTalk/Pages/default.aspx

